English I Honors Syllabus
Lori Knapp
lori.knapp@boone.kyschools.us
http://msknappsclassroom.yolasite.com/


Classroom – floating 1st planning
		      2nd room 804
		      3rd room 901
		   JAM room 202
		      4th room 705
		      5th room 903
		      6th room 805


***Students are required to check the website frequently. Class updates are posted daily. Checking the website is required for excused or unexcused absences so that students are prepared for their next class.

Course Components
The standards set by the Common Core State Standards Initiative will guide our studies this year. You can find these at: http://corestandards.org/assets/CCSSI_ELA%20Standards.pdf 

Materials
· 3 ring binder with 5 sections: Class notes, writing, grammar and vocabulary, highlighted and annotated texts, graded tests and quizzes 
· Journal (any type of writer’s notebook is fine)
· Pen or pencil
· Highlighter
· Agenda
· Flash Drive (Save every digital assignment on your flash drive and at least one other location.)
· Access to a computer with internet capabilities
· Printed copies of Late Work Cover Pass and Extra Credit Cover Sheet

Grading
I grade on a point system. All graded work will be given a point value, and at the end of the quarter the term grade will be decided based on the percentage of points accumulated out of the total points possible.  Typically the following points values are assigned, but they may change depending on the assignment.
	Homework 10-40 points		Class work 10-50 points
	Participation 5-10 points daily	Quizzes 20-100 points
	Tests 100-200 points		Projects 100-200 points
Final exams will be worth 10% of your total course grade.

Course Procedures
Format of Papers: I expect all papers written outside of class to be typed.  Hand in to me the final draft along with all previous drafts stapled to the back.  Use these guidelines:
· 
· Use white paper and black ink.
· Use a sensible font (Arial or Times new Roman, 12 point is recommended).
· Double space all text. 
· Use one-inch margins.	


Grammar:  Good grammar is essential to your success in all classes throughout high school and beyond school.  You will learn improved grammar usage rules in this class. You will be expected to use them in your assignments. 
Turning In Assignments
Everything you give me must be clearly labeled with:
· First and last name
· Date
· Class (ex: 4th Period English IH)

Late Work: Each quarter I will accept 2 late assignments without penalty as long as a late work cover sheet “pass” is attached to the late assignment. If you lose your passes or turn in three or more late assignments, then your grade on that assignment will be reduced by half (50%).  

Extra Credit: I will accept extra credit according to the attached guidelines and cover sheets.

After an Absence:
· Tests and quizzes that cannot be taken alone at home and must be made up after school.
· You have two days to make up work for every day of school missed. For example, if you are absent on Monday and return to school on Tuesday, your make-up work is due at the beginning of class on Thursday.  Major assignments, which were assigned well in advance, will not have their due dates changed by your absence. It is your responsibility to check our class website to find out what you missed when you were absent. Please write the word ABSENT with the dates that you were absent at the top of your assignment before you turn it in.
· Before returning to school check the class website.  Most of what you missed will be posted on the site.  Because I am a traveling teacher, extra handouts and missed work are usually not on-hand.  Your use of the class website is imperative to your success. 

Classroom Rules

1. Show respect. Respect me, yourself, your classmates, any visitors to the classroom, and all of the property/space around you.

2. Be present and prepared. Be in your assigned seat when class begins with the correct assignments and materials, ask before you leave the room, and remain in the classroom in your seat until the bell rings.

3. Listen. Listen with undivided attention when I speak or when another student has the floor. 
Obviously, all Boone County district and RCHS rules will be strictly enforced, including the information about food, cell phones, dress code, etc.

Behavioral Expectations: SWAG

 Be Safe:
*Be in your seat before the bell rings. 
*Stay in your seat until you are dismissed by the teacher(s) at the end of class.

Have Work Ethic
*Put effort into your work; pay attention to due dates.
*Observe the academic integrity policy. (Plagiarism and cheating are taken extremely seriously.)

Be Accountable
*Come to class prepared with necessary materials.
*Read the board when you sit down, and begin working as soon as the bell rings.

Give Respect
*Keep the classroom neat and clean.
*You are expected to be attentive to us and to your classmates during discussion. 
Consequences for appropriate behavior:
You will benefit academically by paying attention in class. You will develop a reputation as a mature individual who can handle responsibility.

Consequences for inappropriate behavior:
First offense: verbal warning.
Subsequent offenses may include any or all of the following: seat change, detention*, parent contact, referral. 
*If you miss detention without a parent note, you will be referred to the office. 
Extreme offenses will result in an immediate referral to the office.




Extra Credit*
Students in this class may receive up to 30 points extra credit from the following activities:

Option #1: Cultural Event (up to 15 points)

Description: Attend a cultural event, and type a 2-page, double-spaced reaction piece based on your
personal experience. This will most likely be a play, concert, or other type of performance. Sports performances can be enriching, and are a great way to participate in your local community, but will not, for the purpose of this class, count as “cultural events.” If you want to go outside the box, think along the following lines: listen to a story-teller at your library, participate in a hands-on demonstration at a craft fair, go to a square-dance at a church, see a new exhibit at a museum, lead or participate in a book club meeting, or go to a poetry-reading at a coffee-shop.
	
Checklist:

____/1 Name of Event: __________________________________________________________

____/1 Teacher Approval: ________________________ (This is where your teacher’s signature goes, ensuring that you checked the event with her first.)

____/1 Date:

____/1 Time:

____/1Proof: must be attached (Attach a ticket from the event, a program from the event, or a picture of yourself at the event.)

____/10 Paper: 2-page, double-spaced reaction piece, attached, in which you answer the following
questions: 

Why did you choose to attend this event?

What were your expectations? What did you think the event would be like? Did you expect to enjoy it and/or learn from it? Why or why not?

Is this something that you would normally attend, or was it outside of your regular routine?

Would you attend an event like this again? Why or why not?

What, if anything, did you learn and/or gain from this experience? How did this experience give you a new perspective?

What were some positive and negative aspects of your experience? You should be able to name both.


Organize your response however you like, but please communicate clearly.

PLEASE READ: In order to get any credit at all, every component of this extra credit assignment must be turned in together within two weeks of the work itself. This means if one part of the checklist above is missing, do not bother turning in the assignment. You must turn in this cover-sheet, signed in advance, along with a signature and phone number of an adult who can verify your work, and your typed 2-page report.







Option #2: Volunteer Experience (up to 15 points)

Description: Volunteer in some way, and type a 2-page, double-spaced reaction piece based on your
personal experience. Many local organizations are in need of your help. Think along the following lines:
homeless shelters, soup kitchens, churches, libraries, arts centers, museums, hospitals. If you want to go outside the box, make your own volunteer work. Read to and/or play with a little sibling or a local youngster. You must volunteer for at least 2 hours (not necessarily consecutively).

Checklist:

____/1 Name of Event: __________________________________________________________________________

____/1 Teacher Approval: ________________________ (This is where your teacher’s signature goes, ensuring that you checked the work with her first.)

____/1 Date(s):

____/1 Time(s):

____/1Proof: must be attached (Get a signature as well as a phone number for an adult who can verify your work.)

Signature: ________________________________________________________________

Phone Number: __________________

____/10 Paper: 2-page, double-spaced reaction piece, attached, in which you answer the following questions: 

Why did you choose to volunteer in this way?

What were your expectations? What did you think this work would be like? Did you expect to enjoy it and/or learn from it? Why or why not?

Is this something that you would normally do, or was it outside of your regular routine?

Would you volunteer in this way again? Why or why not? 

What, if anything, did you learn and/or gain from this experience? How did this experience give you a new perspective?

What were some positive and negative aspects of your experience? You should be able to name both.

Organize your response however you like, but please communicate clearly.

PLEASE READ: In order to get any credit at all, every component of this extra credit assignment must be turned in together within two weeks of the work itself. This means if one part of the checklist above is missing, do not bother turning in the assignment. You must turn in this cover-sheet, signed in advance, along with a signature and phone number of an adult who can verify your work, and your typed 2-page report.












Please complete the information on this page, sign it, have a parent sign it, and return it tomorrow.  It is worth 10 points! Please also go to http://msknappsclassroom.yolasite.com/ and mark it in your favorites.


I have read and understand the English I Honors course expectations.

Student name (print) _____________________________  Student signature _____________________________	
Do you have an I-phone or other portable electronic device with internet access?   (circle one)        YES         NO
					   
I have read and understand the English I Honors course expectations.


Parent name (print)______________________________ Parent signature ____________________Date:___________	

				  
Parent e-mail address:________________________________


Parent phone number(s):

____________________________________________________


Questions/Comments:







Is there anything you would like me to know about your child so that I may help him/her succeed?





















